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Mcer Hadjee Shah's views of worldly enjoyments resembled the Durweish's in principle; for he thought it unworthy to heap up riches, to swell his wardrobe, or to fare on sumptuous diet; but his delight consisted in sharing the little he could at any time command with those who needed it. He possessed an intelligent mind, highly cultivated by travel, and a heart beaming with tenderness and universal charity : so tempered were his affections by a religious life, that the world was made but a place of probation to him whilst looking forward with joy to the promises of God in a happy eternity. His purity of heart and life has often realized to my imagination that * Israelite in whom (our Redeemer pronounced) there was no guile.'
I must here draw my Letters to a conclusion, with many an anxious wish that my gleanings in the society of the Mussul-mauns of Hindoostaun may afford profitable amusement to my friends and to those persons who may honour my work with a perusal, humbly trusting that the people whose character, manners, habits, and religion, I have taken upon me to pourtray, . may improve in their opinion by a more intimate acquaintance.
In my attempt to delineate the Mussulmauns, I have been careful to speak as I have found them, not allowing prejudice to bias my judgment, either on the side of their faults or virtues. But I deem it incumbent to state, that my chief intimacy has been confined to the most worthy of their community ; and that the character of a true Mussulmaun has been my aim in description. There are people professing the faith without the principle, it is true ; but such persons are not confined to the Mussulmaun persuasion ; they arc among every class of worshippers, whether Jew or Gentile throughout the world.
Of my long sojourn in the society of the Mussulmauns of Hindoostaun, I need here but remark, that I was received anxongst them without prejudice, and allowed the free usage of my European habits and religious principles without a single attempt to bias or control me ; that by respecting their trifling prejudices as regards eating and drinking, their esteem and confidence were secured to me ; and that by evincing Christian charity, (which deters the possessor from proud